describes, however, many in the aerospace industry ask: why waste time and money on the Moon when those resources could be better used for a mission to Mars? This debate will not be settled for some time.
What is not up for debate is the difficulty of establishing a long-term base on Mars. Just getting humans there will be a challenge. Travel times will be up to eight months, and by the time a crew lands the launch window to return home will practically be gone. Even if a crew stays for only a few weeks, they would have to wait another year and a half for the planets to reach a favourable alignment for the journey back.
Planetary Carroll writes passionately that missions to the Moon and Mars are like instinctual siren calls to humans. "It is something larger than ourselves, something for the generations to come. " To deny these instincts, he argues, is to deny our history and to deny our humanity.
Having won the race to the Moon with Apollo 11 in 1969, US public interest in pushing on to Mars quickly waned. The Seventh Landing demonstrates that it has never died, however. Carroll's enthusiasm is infectious and will inspire readers who look back on the the Apollo landings as a time when mankind really did make giant leaps towards a promising future. Maybe we will finish what we started 40 years ago and set a course for Mars, either directly, or by way of the Moon. After all, that was the idea in the first place. 
APOLLO BOOKS
The anniversary of the first footstep on the Moon is being celebrated in an array of new books. Drawing on NASA's archive of oral histories, and declassified Central Intelligence Agency material on the space race, historian Craig Nelson tells in Rocket Men (Viking) the full story of the Apollo programme from the crews' training to the first moonwalkers' return as media stars.
In his straight-talking memoir Magnificent Desolation (Harmony), co-written with author Ken Abraham, Buzz Aldrin describes the great journey. More than 600 million people watched Aldrin become the second man to set foot on the Moon. But on his return to Earth he spiralled into depression and alcoholism.
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